


Do it Now. George Merriam, one of the founders of 
Merriam-Webster, kept that motto posted above his 

rolltop desk. It was this slogan that motivated George and 
his younger brother, Charles, as they carried forward the 
work of Noah Webster, the United States' first great lexicog­
rapher, after his death in 1843. George and Charles Merriam 
recognized the significance of Webster's great dictionary 
and worked to continue his tradition of excellence.
Their efforts made "Merriam-Webster" the most important 
name in American dictionaries.

Today, Merriam-Webster maintains an ongoing 
commitment to innovation and scholarship. Our 
dictionaries and other reference products are prepared by 
a distinguished staff of scholars who rely on a file of more 
than 14,500,000 citations documenting actual word usage to 
ensure that every Merriam-Webster publication meets the 
highest standards of quality and reliability. Other publishers 
may use the name Webster, but only Merriam-Webster 
products are backed by 150 years of accumulated 
knowledge and experience. The name Merriam-Webster 
is your assurance that you are purchasing the most 
authoritative, accurate, and well-designed 
language reference products in the world.
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