


A. S. MAKARENKO

THE ROAD TO LIFE
(AN EPIC OF EDUCATION)

Book One

PROGRESS PUBLISHERS 
MOSCOW



Translated from the Russian 
by Ivy and Tatiana Litvinov 
А. С. Макаренко 
Педагогическая поэма 
Книга 1
На английском языке 
First printing 1951 
Second printing 1955 
Third printing 1962 
Fourth printing 1973
Printed in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics



CONTENTS

From the book “Across the Soviet Union”. By Maxim Gorky...........................7
How A. S. Makarenko Educated Us. By Semyon  Kalabalin..........................15
The Happiness of Unrest. By Victor Fink.......................................................22

THE ROAD TO LIFE

BOOK ONE

Part One

1. A CONVERSATION WITH THE CHIEF OF THE 
GUBERNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC EDUCATION.....................29

2. THE INGLORIOUS BEGINNINGS OF THE GORKY
COLONY..................................................................................................32

3. A DESCRIPTION OF OUR PRIMARY NEEDS ....................................42
4. OPERATIONS ON THE HOME FRONT................................................52
5. MATTERS OF STATE IMPORTANCE...................................................60
6. THE CAPTURE OF THE IRON TANK...................................................67
7. “EVERYBODY’S GOOD FOR SOMETHING!”........................................74
8. CHARACTER AND CULTURE................................................................83
9. “THE AGE OF CHIVALRY IS NOT DEAD IN THE

UKRAINE”...............................................................................................88
10. “HEROES OF SOCIAL EDUCATION”..................................................103
11. THE APOTHEOSIS OF THE SEED-DRILL.........................................110
12. BRATCHENKO AND THE DISTRICT COMMISSAR

FOR SUPPLIES.....................................................................................118
13. OSADCHY...............................................................................................127
14. INKPOTS AS GOOD-WILL PROMOTERS...........................................133
15. “OURS IS A BEAUTY!”...........................................................................139
16. GABER SOUP..........................................................................................149
17. SHARIN ON THE WARPATH................................................................157
18. A LINK-UP WITH THE VILLAGE.........................................................164
19. A GAME OF FORFEITS..........................................................................171
20. A HORSE FOR A HARVESTER..............................................................180
21. HORRID OLD MEN................................................................................196



6 CONTENTS

22. AMPUTATION.......................................................................................209
23. SELECTED SEED................................................................................. 215
24. SEMYON’S WAY OF SORROWS......................................................... 225
25. REGIMENTAL PEDAGOGICS.............................................................233
26. THE MONSTERS OF THE NEW COLONY....................................... 241
27. THE STORMING OF THE KOMSOMOL............................................251
28. THE CEREMONIAL MARCH BEGINS.............................................. 261


